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It has, as I believe, happened once, if not more than 
once, that strangers have visited the United States, have 





moved with briskness from town to town within the 

ympass of the conventional holiday, and have returned 
to write their impressions of the American pe yple ind 
to pronounce their verdict upon America. [can only 
wonder at so flagrant a folly. For myself, I feel suf 
ficiently abashed at being called upon to make even th 





lightest examination of and pass the most diffident opin 
ion upon one little corner in the great 
juestion of American life and Ameri 
modesty shall not circumvent candor 
they are worth the Impressions that th 
roduces upon a dramatic student fro 
least they shall deserve the credit of the same frankne 
that was the impulse of all that Il have ever written | 
the London staye. 

The tirst question that I find myself asked, on the 
very threshold of the attempt, is sufticiently alas 














For it asks no less a question than this Is the moral 
tone of the modern English drama lower than that « 
he American? Yet if the question is alarming in the 


| 
very magnitude of its inquiry, it has for me the linn 
diate fascination of aptness, pertinence, 
interest in an old controversy at the very moment when 


f reviving my 


my interest in such a speculation has been quickened by 
a message from the Old World. [am reminded, on the 
one hand, that the English play of our day which m 
deserves serious consideration as a work of art ha 
met in the main with the dis 











public. On the other hand, made ire by cet 
tain words which have just reached me that if nott 
voice of ish criticism, at least a voice in Engli 





eriticism has been lifted in protest against a prow 





tendency toward immorality on t I Let 
me take each of these instances in idet 
stand, i¢ Second Mrs. Tanqueray ith 
the general approval of the playg p 








try. Thatis the impression that | have 
what Lhave heard and from what I hav 
what I have heard and from what I ha 

that the American playgoing public, or t 
the American playgoing public, did no 








ero lay, did not approve of its treatn 
did not admit that its,merits as a work of art justifiel 
its choice of subject or its method of treatment. If 


if 1 have rightly informed 





have been rightly inft 
myself, if the neral verdict of this country has d 


ided iinst ‘““The Second Mrs. Tanqueray’’ on mora 





grounds I can only regret and regretfully decline to 
cept that verdict If it is to be yme one of th ( 

of criticism in this country that the presentation ol 
character like Paula Tanqueray is not to be perm 
then [think this country to be the loser by it 


dramatic decorum and England to have in this the « 
spit ivantage. The real danger to the | 

Stay the su ss Of such a stern stu ol [ 
is md Mrs. Tanqueray’’ lies in the i 

imit of less masterful hand There is great dat 





ver of the London stage being burdened by would 

















studies in the neurotic and the eroti writers it 

le of the humanity and unequal to the austeri 
hich makes ‘‘The Second Mrs. Tanqueray’”’ the chief 

English play of our time There is no danger to pul 
rals in “The Second Mrs. Tanqueray Yet ther 
vais a time w its author did, t t I 
v of some danger to public mora I yrnne hi 
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